
Stewardship Forester 
training

Spring, 2019



Maine Healthy Forest Program



GOALS 
• Help forestry professionals help woodland 

owners meet their harvesting goals while 
operating and maintaining a healthy business

• Recognize the importance of communication 
and visual impact in timber harvesting

• View timber harvesting with an eye towards 
aesthetics and achieving goals

• Introduce a tool to prompt discussion 
before the job begins



What do (we think) we know about 
Maine’s family woodland owners?

Why People Own Woodland :
The top three reasons why Kennebec County 
landowners own land are: 

“Part of my primary home” (62.3%), 
“To enjoy beauty or scenery” (60.3%), 
“For privacy” (60.9%).  

Timber products is #12 (about 15%)



Attitudes about timber harvesting

• Woodland owners: based on experiences, expectations and 
goals

• Neighbors and general public: often influences woodland owners, 
and vice versa

• Professionals: Maine’s Healthy Forests Program encourages 
forestry and logging professionals to be trusted service providers 
for harvesting on family woodlands.



The importance of “story”

Have we as professionals effectively 
communicated our story?

What is the owner’s story for his or her 
woods?

Do woodland owners always know what 
questions to ask, let alone ask them?



PRINCIPLES OF LOGGING AESTHETICS

• Aesthetics are a form of Communication
• Since beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder, identify the beholder(s) and 
where they behold from.

• Landings have the greatest visual impact 
on most harvests.

• Harmony is pleasing to the eye. Waste 
and disorder are not harmonious.



PRINCIPLES OF LOGGING AESTHETICS-2

• The most recent job gets the credit and the 
blame.

• Planning for aesthetics improves results 
and reduces costs.

• Time heals many wounds; how much do you 
have to work with?

• Work done for other purposes can yield 
aesthetic benefits.

• Aesthetic judgment is often based on 
expectation ,experience and story.

• People like big trees!



Good, Better, BEST Practices for 
achieving goals

Planning: use tools such as FMP, HP, TSA, 
HSS/checklist----

And Pictures! to help ensure desired 
results

Responsibility-who does what, and who pays for it

Cost/benefit-part of risk management



The HSS questions cover the following 
categories:

•Landowners’ overall satisfaction with the harvest. 

•How woods looked after the harvest.

•Landowner’s satisfaction with the financial outcomes of 
the harvest.

•Written timber sale agreement-use and effectiveness.

•Forester involvement

•Were harvest goals met?



Actual landowner question:

• “…but what I really want to know 
is, what will my woods look 
like…?”













What Will My Woods Look Like - Website

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/projects/what_will_my_woods_look_like/index.html

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/projects/what_will_my_woods_look_like/index.html


Wanted: more pics!
• Submit photo series to Forestinfo@maine.gov
• Try for same p.o.v., with recognizable reference feature
• Write your own captions
• Contact person required, no anonymous submissions
• Optional confidentiality of location & contact information 
• MFS will review, potentially edit for clarity
• Video welcome
• Beyond timber harvests—site prep & plant, culvert 

replacement, road building, etc.
• Check website for further details

mailto:Forestinfo@maine.gov


ARE WE THERE YET?
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